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DOWN ON THE FARM with Harris E. Dexter (left), chairman of E.E.I. general 
sales committee, where he opened the rural sales conference at the Electrified 
farm at the New York World's Fair. Others are B. M. Fast, Utility Management: 
C. E. Greenwood, E.E.I., and Merrill E. Skinner, Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Power 
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kor Fzfty Years 


Youve Never Said, “Good Enough’ 


, \O vou, our associates in the electrical we submit one underlying cause of the 
industry, the manufacture of twenty miracle of the modern meter. It is this: 


million General Electric watthour meters , 
ee Through many years, in all your meter 
during a period of fifty vears 1s not par- a 
; - _ 4 purchases, you have always insisted on 
ticularly difficult or dramatic. Yet for us ‘ . 
4 ; the meter that will do the best job for 
there is in this achievement a deep satis- os ; 
. you. There has never been a time when 
faction. Perhaps that 1s because the watt- , 
. ~ you would accept any design as being 
hour meter—1in every stage of its develop- —;, — is - 
good enough.” That principle of pur- 
ment~—-has always represented the most , ae ah : 
_. chasing is, in our opinion, the basic 
eficient, most accurate measuring mech- : 
. stimulus that has carried the industry 
anism in general use. Nowhere in your ; ; ale : 
» torward. We need it. Every manufacturer 
endless variety of purchases do you get so 
sO needs it. And today our gratitude 
much value for so little money as you do ; 
goes to those who continue to apply that 
in the present-day watthour meter. 4s Si , 
principle to every purchase. Buy the 


_ And there are reasons. Part of that value product that will do the most for you 
comes from good engineering. A goodly today, and somebody will be sure to 
portion is attributable to efficiencies build something better tomorrow. That 


obtained through mass production. But is the history of the meter business. 
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Intensive Load Building 
Now Major Rural Job 


Kellogg says industry is faced with making investments in rural lines 
successful and electricity useful to millions more citizens — 
Rural Sales Conference holds successful meeting in Hayloft 


The vital problem of the electric 
utility industry in its rural electrifica- 
tion program is to make the investments 
in rural lines successful and to bring 
electricity in a useful and effective way 
to millions more citizens, Charles W. 
Kellogg, president of the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute, told the E.E.I. rural 
sales conference last week at its meet- 
ing in the Hayloft of the electrified 
farm at the New York World’s Fair. 

Mr. Kellogg pointed out that it is 
up to the rural salesmen to build up 
this farm business now that the utili- 
ties have extended rural lines and have 
adequate generating facilities to sup- 
ply demand for power. 


Equipment Requirement 


“We need better equipment, lower- 
priced equipment, equipment that is 
cheaper to maintain and cheaper to 
operate.” Harris E. Dexter, chairman 
of the E.E.I. sales committee, told the 
meeting. Presiding at the rural sales 
conference, Mr. Dexter pointed out that 
“I believe that electrical equipment 
can be merchandised in much bigger 
volume than it has been to date.” 

S. T. Lyle, head of the Agricultural 
and Home Economics Extension Serv- 


ice, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
told of the importance of education in 
tural electrification work and the part 
which his department is taking in 
spreading the benefits of electricity on 
the farm. 

H. J. Gallagher, Consumers Power 


Co., told the meeting that farmers want 
a local financing plan in the purchase 
of equipment rather than have an 
agency, other than a local one, handle 
the commercial paper. He said that 
such a program, financed by local 
bankers, is now under consideration by 
Michigan bankers. 

J. H. Bodwell, Public Service Co. 
of New Hampshire, urged the utilities 
to co-ordinate their efforts with agri- 
cultural colleges. He said that there 
must be a specific program for each 
organization. Education in profitable 
use of electricity and electrical appli- 
ances was urged as a means of pro- 
moting rural electrification. 

Plans for selling domestic equip- 
ment to the farmer are no different from 


selling to the city home, except that 
selling costs are greater due to dis- 
tances which the salesman must travel, 
R. E. Fisher, Pacific Gas & Electric, 
declared. 

Mr. Fisher recommended that the 
E.E.I. consider as one major project 
the reduction in cost of rural line con- 
struction. He said national standard- 
ization of construction practices through 
co-operation of state regulatory bodies 
in charge of such work should be help- 
ful in reducing rural line costs. 


Develop Greater Use 


M. B. Penn, Alabama Power, dis- 
cussed promotion of farm applications 
of electricity. He said that the most 
important difficult part of a construc- 
tive rural electrification program is 
the development of the uses of electric 
service beyond the limited conveniences 
of electric lights and small appliances 
which were responsible for the desire 
for electric service. He said that in 
Alabama, with low farm income, it is 
not only important but an absolute 
necessity to prevent the conveniences 
of electric service being an economic 
burden to the farmer’s income. 


Utilities Study Interconnection Plan 
For Twelve Geographical Areas 


Plans to bring about a greater degree 
of interconnection of electric utility sys- 
tems and to close any gaps in the vast 
power network which may occur in im- 
portant industrial areas were under dis- 
cussion this week by a central commit- 
tee of technical experts meeting at the 
Edison Electric Institute headquarters 
in New York. 

This committee is the outgrowth of 
suggestions made by Philip Sporn, 
vice-president of American Gas & Elec- 
tric, at the E.E.I. annual convention 
in Chicago in June, 1937. In his paper 


discussing interconnections and _pos- 
sible gaps, Mr. Sporn suggested that 
the utilities study the power network 
and strengthen transmission and inter- 
connections to eliminate bottlenecks. 
The discussions of the central com- 
mittee will lay down principles to serve 
as a guide to the twelve working areas, 
with each working area handling its 
own work. This work is being done in 
actual operating units where any gaps 
are found, or where new interconnec- 
tions are necessary, the work will be 
carried out as expeditiously as possible. 
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MARBLEHEAD EXPANSION—The Lighting Department’s new 754-kw. Alco-Sulzer, Diesel-driven G. E. generating unit and the new 
Union Iron Works 400-hp., 210-lb., 125-deg. superheat boiler with remodeled 750-kva. steam turbine unit 


It was pointed out that the committee 
will study existing systems to see where 
and when and how they can be strength- 
ened, if any strengthening is needed. 
The committee was formed last June. 

The utility industry has been co-op- 
erating with Col. Louis Johnson, As- 
sistant Secretary of War, and his Na- 
tional Power Defense Committee with 
a view to being prepared to meet any 
power emergency which may arise in 
case of war or with mobilization plans. 

Prominent utility engineers taking 
part in the discussions at the meeting 
this week included K. M. Irwin, Phila- 
delphia Electric, chairman; Mr. Sporn, 
E. S. Field, Cincinnati Gas & Electric; 
H. C. Forbes, Consolidated Edison of 
New York; J. W. Parker, Detroit Edi- 
son; Edmund C. Stone, Duquesne 
Light; Norman C. Gibson, Niagara 
Hudson Power; B. L. Huff, Common- 
wealth & Southern, and V. N. Marquis, 
American Gas & Electric. 


New REA Administrator 
Installed in Office 


At a ceremony attended by two 
former REA administrators and a 
number of other high government of- 
ficials, Harry Slattery took over his 
duties as administrator of the Rural 
Electrification Administration on Sep- 
tember 26. 

Among those attending the ceremony 
were Secretary of the Interior Harold 
L. Ickes, Secretary of Agriculture 
Henry Wallace and Morris L. Cooke 
and John Carmody, the two previous 
administrators of the REA, as well as 
Senator George W. Norris of Nebraska, 
an associate and long-time friend of 
Administrator Slattery. 
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Marblehead Remodels 
Generating Station 


An extensive modernization program 
has been carried out recently at the 
waterfront generating station of the 
Marblehead (Mass.) Municipal Light 
Department, involving the remodeling 
of two 750-kva. horizontal turbo-gen- 
erators to run at 210 lb. steam pres- 
sure and 125 deg. F. superheat; the 
installation of a 400-hp., oil-burning 
Union Iron Works boiler and auxil- 
iaries; the installation of a 745-kw. 
G.E. alternator driven by a two-cycle, 
six-cylinder (14x 23.5-in., 277-r.p.m.) 
Alco-Sulzer Diesel engine, and interior 
building changes to accommodate the 
new equipment. 

In the previous installation the gen- 
erating cost was 2.12 cents per kilo- 
watt-hour, whereas load run tests of 
the new equipment gave over-all costs 
per kilowatt-hour of 1.007 cents for the 
boiler and one turbine on a sixteen-hour 
duty run and 8.77 mills per kilowatt- 
hour for the Diesel unit. 

In 1938 the department generated 
1,284,700 kw.-hr. and purchased 3,512,- 
584 kw.-hr., the latter costing 1.36 
cents per kilowatt-hour. The station 
peak in 1938 was 1,585 kw. and the 
present plant rating is 2,818 kva. 

The management states that it de- 
cided to modernize and install the new 
equipment to improve economy of op- 
eration and enjoy more flexible use of 
existing facilities, including the han- 
dling of its load by a combination of 
locally generated and purchased en- 
ergy. 

According to the departmental re- 
port, the cost of the new Diesel-G.E. 
unit installed was $74,513 with auxil- 
iaries; that of the new boiler with 
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auxiliaries in place, $38,971, and of 
remodeling a 750-kva. turbine, $8,143. 
In round numbers about $130,000 has 
been expended for these improvements. 


Columbia Gas Loses 
Franchise Tax Case 


Pennsylvania Supreme Court has up- 
held the constitutionality of the 5-mill 
out-of-state franchise tax act and re- 
versed a ruling of Judge William M. 
Hargest of Harrisburg, who had de- 
clared unconstitutional the act which 
has netted $21,000,000 for Pennsylvania 
since its enactment in 1935. 

Chief Justice John Kephart wrote the 
decision in the case brought by the 
Columbia Gas & Electric Co. In up- 
holding the state franchise tax on “for- 
eign” organizations operating in Penn- 
sylvania, the high court ordered the 
record of the case returned to the 
Department of Revenue for settlement 
of the claims against Columbia Gas & 
Electric. 

The fifteen-page decision declared 
that the tax is not an “imposition or 
unjust burden” on the Columbia com- 
pany and it is the duty of the court 
to construe the act so as to cause the 
statute’s application to be both consti 
tutional and fair. 


City Plant Lets Contracts 


Contract for a 1,000-kw. turbo-gen- 
erator for the municipal light and 
power plant at Schuyler, Neb., has 
been awarded to the General Electric 
Co., Omaha, at $33,000 and for a 1,600 
sq.ft. surface condenser to the Elliott 
Co., Kansas City, Mo., at $10,890. 


30, 1939 





ne 


he 
\T- 


he 
he 


nt 


ed 
or 
m- 
irt 
he 


en- 
ind 
nas 
Tic 


jott 





Philadelphia Electric 
Plans 50,000-Kw. Unit 


Installation at Chester generating station will cost $7,000,000 — 
Two steam boilers are to be added in plant expansion program — 
Liversidge says metropolitan area will have adequate capacity 


A move to insure an adequate sup- 
ply of electricity in the metropolitan 
area comprising Philadelphia, Bucks, 
Chester, Delaware and Montgomery 
Counties has been undertaken by the 
Philadelphia Electric Co. H. P. Liver- 
sidge, president of Philadelphia Elec- 
tric, states that the electric power re- 
sources in this area will be appreciably 
increased by a new $7,000,000 installa- 
tion at the company’s generating sta- 
tion in Chester. 

A turbo-generator of 50,000 kw. ca- 
pacity and two high-pressure steam 
boilers, each of 600,000 lb. per hour 
capacity, are the principal items in the 
superposed installation, requiring con- 
siderable alteration of the plant. 


Adequate Capacity 


“The new unit as designed,” Mr. 
Liversidge said, “satisfies the preferred 
standard ratings suggested by the Na- 
tional Defense Power Committee. It 
will reinforce the already existing ca- 
pacity of the system, provide adequate 
reserves under the established policy 
of the company and be available in the 
event that conditions abroad increase 
production demands on local industry. 

“While it will provide additional 
power capacity directly in the Chester 
and Marcus Hook industrial area, this 
capacity will also be available through- 
out the entire Philadelphia area by 
means of the company’s system of bulk 
power transmission lines linking the 
various load centers in its territory.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Liversidge 
that the amount of power made avail- 
able in the area by the new installation 
is indicated by the fact that it would 
be sufficient to take care of the electric 
needs of 190,000 homes under the 
average usage established. 

The new generator is scheduled to be 
in operation in the early spring of 
1941. At the peak of construction the 
project will require the labor of ap- 
proximately 650 men and it is estimated 
$1,750,000 will be paid out in wages. 

Preliminary work has already be- 
gun, Mr. Liversidge stated. Four of 
the original sixteen boilers in the plant 
are being removed to make room for 
the two new high-pressure boilers. 
They are rated at 1,250 lb. per square 
inch at 925 deg. Pulverized bituminous 
coal from the Pennsylvania region will 
be the fuel to be used. 

The superposed installation at the 


Chester plant is somewhat similar to 
that completed in September, 1938, at 
the company’s Schuylkill generating 
station at a cost of about $6,000,000. 

The Chester station went into oper- 
ation late in 1918 with two 30,000-kw. 
turbo-generators. In 1924 two turbines 
were added to meet increased power 
demand in the Chester area. The pres- 
ent work is the first to involve any 
major construction in the station since 
the 1924 installation, except for a 
rerating of two generators from 30,000 
kw. to 33,000 kw. in 1926 and 1927. 

Design and supervision of installa- 
tion are under the direction of N. E. 
Funk, vice-president in charge of engi- 
neering, Philadelphia Electric. The con- 
struction is by United Engineering & 
Constructors. General Electric is man- 
ufacturing the turbo-generator and Bab- 
cock & Wilcox is constructing the 
two boilers and associated pulverizing 
equipment. 

” 


Oppose State Regulation 


Superintendents of all municipal 
power and light plants in the state 
of Washington at a recent meeting in 


Seattle adopted a resolution opposing 
state regulation of municipal utilities. 
“The cities and towns of this state go 
on record as being opposed to being . 
under state regulation,” the resolution 
read in part. “The people generally 
in the many cities represented at the 
conference believe in the wisdom of 
having full control of their own utili- 
ties.” E. R. Hoffman, superintendent 
of Seattle City Light, was elected 
chairman of the conference member- 


ship committee. 
o 


Safe Harbor to Add 
New 25,000-Kw. Unit 


To provide additional power to the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, directors of the 
Safe Harbor Water Power Corp. have 
authorized the placing of contracts 
which will entail the expenditure of up- 
ward of $1,500,000 at the company’s 
hydro-electric development on the Sus- 
quehanna River at Safe Harbor, Pa. 

The expenditures will be made to 
increase the facilities of the 255,000-hp. 
plant for the supply of additional 
single-phase power for the operation of 
Pennsylvania Railroad’s electric trains 
and the construction is undertaken in 
response to the request of the railroad 
in view of the expected increase in rail- 
road traffic in the near future. 

The single-phase capacity of the Safe 
Harbor plant will be increased by at 
least 25,000 kw., bringing its single- 
phase capacity from 53,000 kw. to ap- 
proximately 78,000 kw. The additional 
power will be delivered directly to the 





MATCHLESS HOME—Workman installing electric heating cable before tile is posi- 
tioned in floor of the bathroom in all-electric home sponsored by the electric industry 
of southern California at the recent Home Show in Los Angeles 
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step-up substation adjacent to the Safe 
Harbor power house serving the rail- 
road’s high-tension transmission lines. 

Engineering designing work is pro- 
ceeding rapidly, and while equipment 
orders will be placed immediately field 
construction work at Safe Harbor will 
not start before January next. The new 
facilities will be in operation the latter 
part of 1940. 

No additional public financing is ex- 
pected to be required. 


Utility Wins Decision 
in Rural Rate Dispute 


The Public Utility Commission has 
dismissed the complaint of Harley D. 
Carpenter of Meadville, Pa., against 
Pennsylvania Electric Co., Johnstown, 
alleging unreasonable preference in 
that the company is selling electricity to 
the Northwestern Rural Electric Co-op- 
erative Association at a lower rate than 
he receives. 

Mr. Carpenter buys electricity from 
Pennsylvania Electric Co. and resells it 
to consumers served by him through his 
wholly owned eleven electric utilities. 
The commission stated it is inescapable 
that the character of service rendered 
Mr. Carpenter by the electric company 
and the class of consumers served by 
him through his electric utilities are 
dissimilar to the character of service 
and type of consumers of the co-opera- 


tive association. 
e 


New Boulder Dam Unit 


Unit A-6, the eighth of the giant 
generators of 82,500 kva. capacity to 
go into operation at Boulder Dam, has 
been placed on the line of the South- 
ern California Edison Co. Hurried to 
completion at the request of the com- 
pany to assist in filling a power short- 
age resulting in California from a 
poor water year in the local mountains, 
the new generator brings the installa- 
tion to approximately half of the 
plant’s ultimate capacity. 


Pass Rate Cut Ordinance 


Cleveland City Council has passed 
an ordinance reducing by $1,385,000 
annually electric rates charged by the 
company in the city. The new rate 
ordinance runs for a period of three 
years from October 31, 1939, and is 
expected to result in annual savings 
of $5 each for residential consumers, 
$10 each for small commercial con- 
sumers and $212 each for large indus- 
trial consumers, according to estimates 
by city officials. 
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Government Power Bodies 
Due to Be Consolidated 


TVA slated to be partitioned in merging of power activities under 


control of super-agency — Washington reports indicate that Secre- 
tary Ickes will head new department — Seen as war measure 


A drastic consolidation of all the 
power activities of the federal govern- 
ment under a single agency has been 
reported in Washington with increasing 
frequency within recent weeks. Al- 
though the reports have heretofore been 
dismissed as idle rumor, the fact that 
they persist has led some observers to 
conclude that “where there’s smoke, 
there must be fire.” 

There are two versions of the re- 
port. One is to the effect that the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority will be parti- 
tioned among various regular govern- 
ment departments somewhat along the 
line recommended in the minority re- 
port of the TVA Investigating Commit- 
tee early this year. 


Placed under Super-Agency 


The other version is that all the gov- 
ernment’s power activities—TVA, Fed- 
eral Power Commission, Reclamation, 
etc.—will be placed under a_super- 
agency of Construction and Transpor- 
tation in connection with an emergency 
stream-lining of the entire executive 
branch of the government. According 
to reports, the new department of Con- 
struction and Transportation would be 
headed by Secretary of Interior Harold 
L. Ickes. 

Such a reorganization would involve 
consolidation of the TVA and the Fed- 
eral Power Commission, according to 
the reports. The activities of Rural 
Electrification, now in the Department 
of Agriculture, would also be turned 
over to the Ickes super-department. 
What would happen to the flood control 
work of the U. S. Army Engineers is 
not mentioned, but presumably it would 
come under Mr. Ickes’ sway, too. 

The first version—concerning the dis- 
mantling of the TVA—has caused con- 
cern on the part of the agency’s sup- 
porters in Congress, although confirma- 
tion of the reports has been lacking. So 
seriously were the reports taken by one 
congressman that he wrote a letter of 
protest to the White House, arguing 
against any such step. Early this week, 
no reply had been received from the 
President, although the letter was 
written more than 10 days ago. 

The TVA, incidentally, is not ex- 
cepted specifically from the provisions 
of the Reorganization Act of 1939. 
However, if any such move were rec- 
ommended in the next reorganization 
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plan, it would be bitterly fought by 
TVA supporters in both houses of 
Congress. 


TVA to Secretary Ickes 


According to reports, partitioning of 
the TVA would not follow exactly the 
recommendations of the minority of the 
TVA Investigating Committee, but iis 
power activities would be turned over 
to Secretary of Interior Ickes for con- 
solidation with his own power divi- 
sion. 

If the entire executive branch of the 
government were reorganized in view 
of the limited national emergency re- 
sulting from the European war, as ru- 
mored, there is little doubt that the 
scattered power agencies would be 
consolidated under one super-depart- 
mental roof. In all probability, the 
same department would administer the 
regulatory functions now applicable to 
the other fuel industries. 

This would be in line with the rec- 
ommendations of the National Re- 
sources Planning Board, which in its 
report on energy resources early this 
year urged a national policy for all 
energy producers instead of a separate 
national policy for power, for coal. 
gas and petroleum. Although the re- 
port did not suggest that all the gov- 
ernmental functions now exercised in 
connection with the various fuel and 
power industries be grouped under one 
agency, such a move would not be op- 
posed by the authors of the report if 
one may judge by inferences to be 
drawn from it. Certainly, such a move 
would be a step toward the national 
fuel and power policy they envisage. 


Disclaim Knowledge 


Officials of the various government 
power agencies disclaim any knowledge 
of the reported executive reorganiza- 
tion or of any merging of their respec- 
tive organization with others. If any 
such move is contemplated, it must be 
under secret consideration at the White 
House, they say. 

At the same time, however, they gen- 
erally take occasion to point out that 
Secretary Ickes, who is rumored as 
head of the consolidated setup, has 
long worked toward that end. In this 
connection, they point to the following 
developments which may be_ indica- 
tive: 
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1. Secretary Ickes is chairman of the 
National Resources Planning Board 
which sponsored the energy resources 
study and report recommending a na- 
tional fuel and power policy. 

2. Ickes has been given control over 
the Bonneville Dam setup, and with 
this project under his wing—plus the 
Grand Coulee project now under con- 
struction by Reclamation, plus some 
23 other reclamation projects, plus 
Boulder Dam—lIckes has control over 
most of the output of publicly devel- 
oped power in the entire West. This 
would make an impressive nucleus 
about which other governmental power 
agencies could be grouped and con- 
solidated. 

3. For some time, Secretary Ickes 
has been “trying to get his hands on” 
the Federal Power Commission, accord- 
ing to sources close to that agency. The 
Commission’s power activities are ex- 
tensive, of course, and in addition it 
administers the Natural Gas Act under 
which that important fuel producing 
industry is subject to government reg- 
ulation. The Power Commission, there- 
fore, would fit nicely into the “national 
fuel policy” picture, it is pointed out. 


Slattery Heads REA 


4. Harry Slattery, former Under Sec- 
retary of the Interior and an “Ickes 
man,” has just taken over the Rural 
Electrification Administration as ad- 
ministrator — another power agency 
slated for the Ickes corner, according 
to the reorganization rumors. In this 
connection, special significance is at- 
tached to the fact that Slattery was 
drafted for the job by President Roose- 
velt. Could the President have had re- 
organization in mind? 

If power agency consolidation is in 
the cards, of course Congressional ac- 
quiescence in the reorganization plan 
would be required. In two instances, 
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Congress would have to amend the re- 
organization act itself, since it specific- 
ally exempts the Federal Power Com- 
mission and the Army Engineers from 
its provisions. According to observers, 
this would be very difficult to do except 
under emergency circumstances, par- 
ticularly with regard to the popular 
Army Engineers. 


Pacific Coast Utility 
Rushes Station Work 


This month Southern California Ed- 
ison Co. expects to complete its new 
Barre substation and the 27-mile, 220- 
kv. Boulder transmission-line extension 
which will carry Boulder power into 
Orange County. The $2,500,000 project, 
being constructed by Stone & Webster 
Engineering Corp., will serve highly 
developed farming and municipal areas. 

Power generated by Edison’s sec- 
ond 110,000-hp. unit at Boulder will 
flow to the new station. The first gen- 
erator for Edison, same rating, was 
turned over in July. 

Work at the 40-acre Barre site be- 
gan in May. Costs are divided about 
$1,500,000 for the substation, $1,000.,- 
000 for the line. The latter is the sixth 
major 220-kv. transmission line on the 
system. 

Much of the equipment at Barre is 
outdoor type, while the substation 
building is of steel and concrete. Ca- 
pacity, approximating 75,000 kva., will 
serve nine 66-kv. circuits. 

Prior to embarking on this Orange- 
County extension, Edison spent approx- 
imately $4,750,000 in building its 233- 
mile line from Boulder and in con- 
structing Chino receiving station, from 
which the extension to Barre station 
takes off. 
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BOULDER POWER—Work is nearing completion at Barre station of Southern California 
Edison, which will serve Boulder power to Orange County. Stone & Webster Engineering 
Corp., builder of the line, erecting towers on the 27-mile addition. 
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Two Utilities Faced 
With Labor Strikes 


A blackout of street lights and elec- 
tric power in towns of a _ seventeen- 
county area served by the Missouri 
Public Service Co. and disruption of 
service of Consumers Power Co. re- 
sulted from labor disputes. 

With the aid of non-striking work- 
ers, Missouri Public Service quickly 
restored service after the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(AFL) called a strike over a closed 
shop issue. 

W. B. Head, utility president, said 
that several poles were sawed down 
and lines short circuited. The Clinton 
plant had been damaged by “foreign 
substances” dumped into lubricating 
oil. The union denied any sabotage. 
Electric service was crippled by the 
strike called September 14. Negotia- 
tions for settling the strike recently 
broke down over the closed shop is- 
sue. The utility had previously agreed 
to working conditions and wage, hour 
and seniority provisions asked by the 
union. 


Service Must Be Maintained 


Gov. Luren D. Dickinson took a hand 
in the Michigan strike and declared 
that “no one should deny the right of 
employees to strike” but said that since 
the “public will be the chief sufferer, 
it becomes the first duty of the State 
to see that service is maintained by 
whatever means are necessary.” 

At Flint strikers pulled the switch 
at one of the electric substations and 
production at the Fisher Body plant 
No. 1 was halted for forty-five minutes. 
Of the 3,500 employees of the company 
only about 600, members of the CIO 
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Utility Workers’ Organizing Committee, 
were out on strike. 

The Consumers strike is a labor fac- 
tional dispute. The CIO failed to ob- 
tain a majority in a first NLRB elec- 
tion last January and the AFL sub- 
sequently halted an ordered runoff elec- 
tion through court action. A ruling 
by the United States Supreme Court 
now is awaited. 

Negotiations are proceeding in an 
effort to settle the dispute. The com- 
pany is maintaining, with a reduced 
force, service in all communities. 


Raver to Speed Up 
Bonneville Activity 


Administrator Paul J. Raver has 
taken up his duties with the assurance 
that he would speed construction of 
transmission lines and negotiation of 
contracts to make Bonneville power 
available to consumers throughout the 
region at the earliest moment. Retail 
schedules for public systems are being 
drafted now for the consideration of 
Dr. Raver. He indicated that he tended 
to favor flexible schedules that will be 
best adapted to local conditions. As to 
private utilities, Dr. Raver said he con- 
sidered fixing of resale rates essential 
if Bonneville benefits are to be assured 
to retail customers. 

“I am very hopeful of the prospects 
of encouraging new industries in this 
area (Columbia River),” he said. “I 
have already come in contact with 
some excellent possibilities. I think 
industrial development very definitely 
belongs in any long time power pro- 
gram, as it will bring payrolls and 
power loads to the region.” 

Dr. Raver disclosed that the Rural 
Electrification Administration had 
promised to assist the Bonneville Ad- 
ministration to make low-cost Columbia 
River power available to farmers of 
the region. 

To assist him in making an analysis 
of the markets for Bonneville power, 
Dr. Raver has appointed S. E. Schultz, 
chief electrical engineer of the Port of 
New York Authority; James I. Met- 
calf, power economist of New York, 
and Dr. E. W. Morehouse, rate direc- 
tor of the Wisconsin Public Service 
Commission, as consultants. 


Appliance Sales Gain 


Electric appliance sales in July by 
Alabama Power Co. and dealers on its 
lines totaled $562,000, or slightly more 
than 25 per cent of the entire volume 
sold by dealers and the company dur- 
ing the first seven months of the year. 
Sales in August continued upward. 
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McDonough Elected 
Head of N.LA.A. 


Charles McDonough, advertising 
manager of the Combustion Engineer- 
ing Co., New York, was elected presi- 
dent of the National Industrial Adver- 
tisers Association at the closing session 
of the annual conference held at the 
Hotel New Yorker, New York, last 
week. During the past three years as 
vice-president of the N.I.A.A. Mr. Me- 
Donough supervised national as well 
as local publicity, and was in charge 
of the employment service started two 
years ago. One of his more important 
association activities during the past 
three years has been an extensive study 
of the public relations problems of in- 
dustry. 

A selection of the twenty best indus- 
trial advertisements of the year was 
announced during the conference. More 
than 220 members of the association 
exhibited their advertising products. 
Entries were mounted on standard pan- 
els and exhibited at the opening of the 
conference. 

Among those receiving awards were 
the following: General Electric Co., 
Louis Allis Co., Line Material Co., U. 
S. Steel Corp., and Bakelite Corp. A 
bronze plaque accompanied by a letter 
from the N.I1.A.A. president will be 
sent to the president or other officer 
designated of the winning exhibiting 
corporation, while a_ certificate of 
merit will be forwarded to the adver- 
tising manager. 


Empire Power Officials 
Named in $8,500,000 Suit 


Complaint and answer in a minority 
stockholders’ suit against officers and 
directors of the Empire Power Corp. 
has been filed in the New York Su- 
preme Court. The complaint charges 
that the defendants unjustly diverted to 
themselves or wasted corporate assets in 
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excess of $8,500,000 and asks for an 
accounting and restitution. Answers 
submitted by the defendants deny that 
there was any diversion or waste of 
assets. 

Principal charges in the complaint 
relate to the sale of an up-state prop- 
erty of the corporation and to its ad- 
vances to the Long Island Lighting Co., 
which also is named a defendant. 


Alabama Appliance 
Sales Spurt in ‘39 


The sale of electrical appliances in 
Alabama took a spurt during July and 
continued at a high level during August, 
according to information released by 
the Alabama Power Co., indicating that 
sales during July by the company and 
electrical appliance dealers in the ter- 
ritory served by it totaled $562,000 for 
the month, or slightly more than 25 
per cent of the entire volume of $2,000.- 
000 sold by dealers and the company 
during the first seven months of the 
year. 

The company states that this is an 
all-time high of electrical appliance 
sales in the territory served by it and 
attributes this volume to not only the 
low rates at which these appliances 
may be used but also to the intensive 
sales training program it conducts with 
electrical appliance merchants. 

Total sales volume of electrical ap- 
pliances for the year in the area 
served by the Alabama Power Co. is 
expected to raise between $3,500,000 
and $4,000,000. 


Associated Gas Tax 
Case Is Concluded 


In the largest settlement ever made 
by the government in a tax case, the 
Treasury has relinquished claims to 
$53,683,056 in additional income and 
excess profits taxes, penalties and in- 
terest against the Associated Gas & 
Electric Co. and subsidiary members 
of the system. 

A total of $62,383,056 was in dispute 
in the case, of which the company paid 
$8,700,000. Claim to the remainder, 
representing an overassessment of the 
taxpayers’ liabilities, was withdrawn by 
the government. No part of the over- 
assessment is subject to refund, how- 
ever. 

Of the $53,683,056 in claims which 
were withdrawn, a total of $42,928,556 
had been levied against the Associated 
Gas & Electric Company, Ithaca, N. Y.., 
for the tax years 1929 through 1933. 
The other overassessments were against 
Associated Gas & Electric properties, 
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Boston; Eastern Utilities Investing 
Corp., Wilmington, Del.; Florida Pub- 
lic Service Co., Orlando, and Associated 
Securities Corp. (now the Middle Cor- 
poration) of New York. 


Southern Inspectors 
Approve Insulation 


Thin wall insulation for building 
wire was heartily indorsed by the 
Southern section of the International 
Association of Electrical Inspectors at 
the recent meeting in Asheville, N. C. 

However, the reviewing committee 
reported that “the data submitted by 
the Edison Electric Institute on bare 
neutral and covered neutral is not suf- 
ficient to convince a majority that 
these methods of wiring are safe.” 

All the other E.E.I. proposals, there- 
fore, were disapproved by the section. 


Tax on Energy Included 
in Canadian War Budget 


Any current consumed in dwellings 
after September 12 will be subject to 
the 8 per cent sales tax on electricity 
announced in the recent Canadian war 
budget. The extension of the sales tax 
to include domestic electricity and gas 
consumption did not come entirely as 
a surprise to officials of the British 
Columbia Electric Railway Co., al- 
though it was pointed out at the Van- 
couver, B. C., head office of the com- 
pany that it was the first time Canada 
has ever taxed these commodities. 

The tax does not apply to municipal 
lighting, street lighting, factories, office 
buildings or other places of business. 


ADEQUATE WIRING—Utility and electrical industry leaders gathered at Chicago last 
week at the second regional conference of the National Adequate Wiring Bureau. 


Wisconsin Electric Power 
Expands Generating Plant 


Will install 35,000-kw. turbo-generator and high-pressure boiler in 
its Commerce Street plant — Expansion program to cost 


$4,137,000 — Old boiler capacity to be replaced 


Following approval of the Public 
Service Commission, Wisconsin Elec- 
tric Power Co. is proceeding with the 
installation of a high-pressure boiler 
and a 35,000-kw. automatic extraction, 
condensing turbo-generator at its Com- 
merce Street plant in Milwaukee, ac- 
cording to S. B. Way, president. 

Mr. Way said that the particular 
characteristics of the boiler and the 
turbine have been determined by the 
circumstances that the company oper- 
ates a substantial central heating sys- 
tem. Its engineers have ascertained that 
the use of the proposed high-pressure 
boiler and the bleeder type turbine 
will accomplish the replacement of old 
boiler capacity, furnish steam to the 
heating system and provide additional 
60-cycle generating capacity, all at the 
lowest unit costs of any combination 
that could be devised to meet the cir- 
cumstances of the case. Mr. Way said 
that many details of the installation 
still require to be worked out. 

The addition is required to provide 
for future growth of the electric and 
steam heating loads and for the release 
of certain old boilers from continuous 
duty, G. G. Post, vice-president in 
charge of power, declared. Plans also 
include the boiler and auxiliary equip- 
ment in a new building. The cost of 
the entire project is estimated at $4,- 
137,000. An order for the 35,000-kw. 





Plans to speed the movement brought interesting discussions 
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unit has been placed with the Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Co. 

Steam conditions for the new tur- 
bine normally will be 1,200 lb. per 
sq.in. gauge and 900 deg. F. Auto- 
matic extraction will be at 35 lb. per 
sq.in. gauge for probably 65 per cent 
of the steam taken out of the turbine, 
the remainder being taken out at 160 
lb. per sq.in. gauge. Steam to the tur- 
bine exhaust will be condensed at 281% 
in. The unit will operate at 3,600 rip.m. 
Hydrogen cooling for the generator will 
be used. 

It is planned to use the unit as spin- 
ning reserve during the lighter load 
periods and to call upon the condensing 
capacity only when the efficiency of this 
section is better than that of the other 
sections on the system. 

Delivery is scheduled to be made in 
time to have the plant addition ready 
for operation before the fall of 1942. 


Chicago Group Seeks 
Ways to Push Wiring 


Plans for consummating adequate 
wiring programs in new homes and 
rewiring old homes were presented in 
Chicago last week at the second of 
three regional adequate wiring confer- 
ences. The first conference was held 
recently on the Pacific Coast. More 
than 70 representatives from nineteen 
cities of the north central region at- 
tended the meeting. 

It was brought out during the dis- 
cussions that key problems are devel- 
oping presentation material to aid the 
contractor in telling his story to the 
customer, developing local information 
sources for early leads on proposed 
building or rewiring activities and in- 
creased field representation from the 
national bureau to support local groups. 

A resolution was passed urging the 
acceleration of a national program for 
adequate wiring in the commercial and 
industrial fields. 


Spends $44 a Minute 


The Bureau of Reclamation an- 
nounced that disbursements for the 
Central Valley project are going for- 
ward at the rate of $44 a minute. 
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Says Utilities Should 
Have Flexible Rates 


Maintenance of a flexible rate struc- 
ture that in times of emergency war 
conditions will reflect increased oper- 
ating costs is a supreme necessity if 
utilities are to remain in a sound finan- 
cial condition and be able to supply 
a co-ordinated gas and electric supply 
to meet all emergency demands, Bruno 
Rahn, president of the Wisconsin Utili- 
ties Association and of the Milwaukee 
Gas Light Co., told the association’s ac- 
counting section in convention last week 
in Milwaukee. 

“As utilities we want eagerly to co- 
operate with the war resources board 
set up under President Roosevelt,” he 
said. “We must be ready to supply a 
co-ordinated gas and electric supply to 
meet all emergency demands. To ac- 
complish such purposes utilities must 
remain in sound financial condition.” 

“The rates we are allowed to charge 
our customers should be as compar- 
ably flexible as the prices charged by 
unregulated business,” Mr. Rahn de- 
clared. “Utility rates should not be 
frozen in a rapidly rising market. Util- 
ities must be allowed to escape from 
the closing vise of fixed rates and 
rapidly rising costs if reliable service 
is to be continued.” 

“War conditions,” he said, “have al- 
ready disturbed utility plans to take 
advantage of low interest rates for 
refinancing purposes.” 

A. R. Colbert, chief of accounts and 
finance department, Wisconsin Public 
Service Commission, proposed that the 
association give consideration to the 
establishment of a  customer-utility 
profit-sharing plan which he believes 
would benefit electric and gas users 
and utility company managements and 
stockholders. His plan was much the 
same as the so-called Washington plan 
whereby a maximum return on com- 
mon stock equity would be stipulated 
and rates adjusted each year so that 
the maximum would not be exceeded. 

New officers of the accounting sec- 
tion of the association, elected for the 
coming year, are: Chairman, Lester W. 
Wuellner, Wisconsin Fuel & Light Co., 
Manitowoc; vice-chairman, C._ E. 
Hockings, Wisconsin-Michigan Power 
Co., Appleton. 


Wiring Program Planned 
by Rocky Mountain States 


Adequate wiring is now receiving 
long-delayed but highly merited atten- 
tion in the Colorado, New Mexico and 
Wyoming area, according to George E. 
Lewis, manager of the Rocky Mountain 
Electrical League with headquarters at 


10 (962) 


Denver. After a series of meetings, the 
committee having this activity in hand 
is nearing agreement on a long-range 
program. 

A group of twelve, headed by Ralph 
E. Johnson, Denver contractor, and rep- 
resenting every branch of the industry, 
is formulating the program, which will 
be tri-state in scope and effect. Atten- 
tion is now being concentrated on rais- 
ing the fund necessary to carry out the 
project. The Denver chapter of the 
league will take the initiative, shaping 
its program to benefit every interest 
in the region. A comprehensive pub- 
licity program is being developed. 


Approve Seattle Issue 


Ordinances authorizing issuance of 
$1,000,000 in Seattle City Light bonds 
have been passed unanimously by the 
City Council. The bond issue is to 
finance improvements to the transmis- 
sion lines at Skagit and in the city. 


MEETINGS 


Edison Electric Institute—Prime movers committee, 
Institute headquarters, 420 Lexington Av., New 
York, October 2-3; electrical equipment com- 
mittee, New Ocean House, Swampscott, Mass., 
October 9-10; transmission and_ distribution 
committee, ‘New Ocean House, Swampscott, 
October 10-11. 


International Association of Electrical Inspectors 
—Eastern section, Providence-Biltmore —— 
Providence, R. 1|., October 2-4. b 
Squires, secretary, 85 John St., New York, N. is 


International Association of Electrical Leagues— 
Annual conference, Auditorium, Electrical and 
Gas Association of New York, Inc., New York, 
N. Y., October 4-6. 


Illinois Public Utilities Association—General meet- 
ing, Knights of Columbus Building, Spring- 
field, IIl., October 5-6. John Abbey, secre- 
tary, 608 | Hlinois Building, Springfield, Ill. 


Public Utilities Association of West Virginia— 
Annual meeting Greenbrier Hotel, White Sul- 
phur Springs, . Va., October 6-7. A. Bliss 
McCrum, secretary, 612. Charleston National 
Bank Bldg., Charleston, W. Va. 


International Municipal Signal Association—An- 
nual meeting, Providence-Biltmore Hotel, Provi- 
dence, R. |., October 9-12. Irvin Schulsinger, 
secretary, 7 East 42 St., New York, i 


National Electrical Contractors Association—An- 
nual meeting, Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., October 9-12. L. W. Davis, gen- 
as manager, 420 Lexington Av., New York, 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Mid- 
die Eastern district, Scranton, Pa., October 11-13 

H. . Henline, national secretary, 33 West 
39th St., "New York, N. Y. 


National Electrical Wholesalers Association—Semi- 
annual convention, Hotel Gibson, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, October 16-20. E. Donald Tolles, manag- 
ing director, 165 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


National Safety Congress and onan: 
tic City, N. J., October 16-20. 


Empire State Gas & Electric Association—Annual 
convention, Westchester Country Club, West- 
chester, N. Y., October 19-20. George H. 
Smith, secretary Grand Central Terminal, 
New York, we 


National Electrical Manufacturers 
Annual meeting, Palmer House, 
October 23-27. W. J. Donald, managing direc- 
tor, 155 East 44th St., New York, Ns. ¥ 


Southeastern Electric Exchange—Fall conference, 
sales section, Henry Grady Hotel, Atlanta, Ga.., 
November 2-4. J. W. Talley, executive secre- 
tary, 308 Haas-Howell Bldg., Atlanta. 

Wisconsin Utilities Association—Electric section 
commercial and technical divisions, Schroeder 
Hotel, Milwaukee, Wis., November 6-7. A. F. 
Herwig, executive secretary, Room 502, Brum- 
der Bldg., 135 West Wells St., Milwaukee. 


Association— 
Chicago, Ill. 
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Coal Man Attacks 
St. Lawrence Plan 


Projects which he said were designed 
to promote the federalization of the 
electric utility business were denounced 
by Carroll B. Huntress, Eastern sales 
manager of the Republic Coal & Coke 
Co. of Chicago, at the recent annual 
convention of the New York State Solid 
Fuel Merchants Association. He at- 
tacked particularly the proposal of the 
New York Power Authority to create a 
St. Lawrence Authority to utilize water 
power in this state. 

In 1938, Mr. Huntress said, the power 
companies in New York State “paid 
$46,800,000 into local and state treas- 
uries; with federal taxes, the total for 
that period is $63,600,000. That is 20.2 
cents for every dollar received for elec- 
trical service in New York... .” 

Turning to the eighth annual report 
of the New York Power Authority, Mr. 
Huntress said the federal projects 
would displace by hydro power 7,050.- 
000 tons of coal, representing 93 per 
cent of all coal used last year by elec- 
tric utilities in New York and New 
England. 

“It means,” he said, “that all coal- 
burning electric utility plants in New 
York, in which 5,656,000 tons were con- 
sumed last year, would be closed, as 
well as most of the New England plants, 
where 1,924,000 tons were used last 
year. Miners in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia, railroad men and others en- 
gaged in coal distribution, numbering 
over 35,000 with nearly 150,000 depen- 


dents, would be thrown out of work.” 


Lighting Specialists 
to Hold Annual Meeting 


The annual meeting of General Elec- 
tric outdoor lighting specialists will be 
held this year at the West Lynn, Mass.. 
works of the company October 2-4. The 
three-day meeting will be devoted 
mainly to a discussion of existing light- 
ing problems, lighting plans for 1940, 


development of new lighting products 


and promotional activities for the com- 
ing year. 

M. O. Troy, General Electric com- 
mercial vice-president, will be among 
the thirty or more persons to speak to 
the specialists. 


New University Unit 


Northwestern University estimates 
that the electrical industry will receive 
a total of 181,200 man-hours of work 
in the construction of a new $4,920,000 
technological institute building. 
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IN THE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF 
MAGHINE TOOL CONTROL 
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ht: @ All types and sizes of standard Square D automatic motor con- 
10. trol are designed for panel board mounting; automatic starters, 
magnetic contactors, timing mechanisms, interlocking relays, 
switches, circuit breakers, and overload protective devices. These 
are stock items and can be quickly and economically assembled 
to in any form of machine tool panel board. ——_—_ ; 

This broad range of standard apparatus — plus engineering ser- ‘Eee. 
vice, founded on years of experience in designing automatic control be rere 
panels, make Square D the logical choice of machine tool builders. 

For sound engineering, economical manufacture and depend- 
able service 
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ALL-ELECTRIC HOME—Provincial kitchen and main lobby in the new all-electric demonstration home of 
Indiana General Service. There are four modern all-electric kitchens to fit the needs of any income group. 
Special lighting effect and electric appliances are features of the home 
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LENT SUBSTATION—The 60.000-volt oil 4 
Portland General Electric Co. showing p 
doing heavy duty and serving Portland 


f 
' 
an] 
aa 
4 rf 


Om | 


~~ > —— 


“ ay 
a & 


ef a 
EDISON “JUMBO” DYNAMO—Members of the World’s Fair committee of Consolidated Edison System of Jv 
New York inspecting the Ford Exposition’s Edison “Jumbo” dynamo, which was linked with the “City of Se 
Light’ exhibit at Consolidated Edison Day ceremonies. Designed by Thomas A. Edison, the dynamo was 
the first machine to generate electricity commercially in the Pearl Street station. Left to right—Harold S. 

Sutton, Henry Obermeyer and Clarence L. Law of Consolidated Edison 


President-elect H. E. Samson, Southwestern Public Service, and M. C. 


Ze Heffelman, Deming Ice & Electric 


| 
Herbert S. Sands, Denver consulting engi- 


neer, and League President W. N. Clark, 
president of Southern Colorado Power 
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A. W. Conover, Central Ohio Light & Power, 
and J. A. Clay, Utah Power & Light 


Frank Hersberger, Public Service of Colorado; H. S. Anderson, General 
Electric; Ross Adams, Hendy & Bolthoff, and H. L. Pinkerton, Albuquerque 
Gas & Electric 


Rocky Mountain Electrical League 


Means of promoting better public relations and increasing 
efficiency of utility operations and of expanding service were 
main topics of discussion at the recent meeting of the Rocky 
Mountain Electrical League. A. W. Conover, vice-president and 


, : A Dr. Paul J. Raver (left), new Bonneville 
general manager of Central Ohio Light & Power, received aduialeheter, io met by U. 1. Geadven of 


the league’s annual award for outstanding service. his staff upon his arrival in Portland 








Line Material Company makes 3,347 different items 


used for pole line construction. Every clamp, clevis 
and pin, every item in this complete L-M line has a 
reputation for doing its part to keep a pole line ship 
shape. That is, we believe, the reason why on an 
ever increasing number of power and distribution 
lines the world over, L-M Pole Line Construction 


Materials carry the load ‘‘out to the last dead end.”’ 
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Output Still Rising 
to New Heights 


Rising 0.2 per cent compared with 
the preceding week, the output of the 
electric light and power industry set a 
new record of 2,448,888,000 kw.-hr. in 
the week of September 23, according 
to the Edison Electric Institute. The 
excess over 1938 increased to 13.7 per 
cent, largest thus far in 1939 with the 
single exception of the week ended 
July 1. 

In evaluating the significance of this 
high percentage the sag last year due 
to hurricane conditions should be borne 
in mind. This applies particularly to 
New England, which reports the extraor- 
dinary increase of 37.9 per cent. 

The drooping trend in 1937 is re- 
flected in the 8.1 per cent increase 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1939 1938 1937 
Sept. 23...2,449 Sept. 24...2,154 Sept. 25...2,266 
Sept. 16...2,444 Sept. 17...2,215 Sept. 18...2,281 
Sept. 9...2,290 Sept. 10...2,048 Sept. I1...2,154 
Sept. 2...2,357 Sept. 3...2,149 Sept. 4...2,321 
Aug. 26...2,355 Aug. 27...2,134 Aug. 28...2,295 
Aug. 19...2,368 Aug. 20...2,139 Aug. 21...2,304 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 











Sept. 23 Sept.16 Sept.9 
New England ...... *437.9 +11.3 +11.3 
Middle Atlantic.... + 7.5 + 8.3 +13.7 
Central Industrial. . +15.8 +13.6 +14.4 
West Central +12.4 + 9.4 + 98 
Southern States . +15.3 +I. 7.7 
Rocky Mountain.... +18.8 +14.6 ties 
Pacific ads + 9.1 + 5.6 + 8.4 
United States +13.7 +10.4 +11.8 





*Reflects hurricane conditions in 1938. 


Inspectors Form Agency 
to Replace State Board 


A group of electrical engineers and 
inspectors have launched a non-profit 
agency to supplant the state electrical 
administrative board, which has been 
abolished by the state Supreme Court. 
The group has organized the Michigan 
Electrical Inspection Bureau to offer 
electrical inspection service in unin- 
corporated areas that have no inspec- 
tion facilities. 

Officers are H. L. Haigher of Owosso, 
president; Carl H. Wilson of Pontiac, 
vice-president; Lloyd J. Branch of 
Lansing, secretary-treasurer, and Carl 
D. Mason of Mt. Pleasant and L. E. 
Felt of Baldwin, directors. 


Fire-Dousing Facilities 
Shown at Demonstration 


Improved fire-dousing facilities were 
exhibited to a group of 150 last Wednes- 
day at the demonstration yard of Wal- 
ter Kidde & Company at Bloomfield, 
N. J. Newest among the devices was a 
Pistol-grip, trigger-control unit which, 
designed for small fires, contains 2 Ib. 
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the production two years ago. 
The new figure is 3.6 per cent above 
the winter peak of 2,362,947,000 kw.-hr. 
attained last December. Since as long 
ago as last February there has been 
a remarkable similarity in the curves 
for 1939 and 1938, the excess gener- 
ally ranging between fairly narrow 


over 


of COs, enough to sustain discharge 
for 20 seconds. A 1-ft. square gasoline 
blaze which had been allowed to burn 
for fourteen seconds was extinguished 
in a one-second blast from the portable 
extinguisher. 

The demonstration embraced other 
portable and wheeled equipment and, 
finally, the built-in installations based 
on the same principle of chilling the 
flames with carbon dioxide snow and 
suffocating the combustion with the 
expanding gas. A simulated transformer 
fire (gasoline in lieu of transil oil) was 
extinguished in 26 seconds with a 50-lb. 


unit. 
mm 


Record Kw.-Hr. Use 


Alabama Power Co. average urban 
residential kilowatt-hour consumption 
reached an all-time high of 1,406 kw.- 
hr. for the year ended July 31. 


Obtains Water Rights 


The hydro-electric generating plant 
and water-power rights of the city of 
Oswego at Dam 6 in the Oswego River 
have been leased for 25 years to be 
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limits, averaging around 11 per cent— 
a little larger in the early summer. 

Regionally, except in New England, 
the most striking features recorded last 
week are the wider gains in the Rocky 
Mountain and Central Industrial areas 
and the rapid increase in the South and 
West Central states. 





computed from May 2, 1953, to the 
Central New York Power Corp. for 
$50,000 annually. The lease of the plant 
and water-power rights now in force ex- 
pires in 1953. 


Approve P.U.D. Purchase 


By a vote of 1,685 to 633, Consum- 
ers Power District, product of the Loup 
River District, Nebraska, was granted 
a 25-year franchise. The election rati- 
fies a plan of the Loup District’s direc- 
tors, five of whom are directors of 
the new district, to purchase the Co- 
lumbus division of the Northwestern 


Public Service Co. for $1,209,000. 


Blandford Leaves TVA 


Tennessee Valley Authority has an- 
nounced the resignation of John B. 
Blandford, Jr., as general manager 
and the appointment of Gordon C. 
Clapp, personnel director, to succeed 
him. Mr. Blandford has been ap- 
pointed assistant director of the Bu- 
reau of the Budget. Mr. Clapp has 
been with the TVA since 1933. 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


H. E. Samson New Head 
of Rocky Mountain League 


Henry E. Samson, who was elected 
president of the Rocky Mountain Elec- 
trical League at the recent convention 
in Estes Park, Colo., began working 
for the Denver Gas & Electric Co. in 


1916 immediately after graduation 
from the University of Kansas. 

Transferring to the City Light & 
Water Co., Amarillo, Tex., some 
months later, he became superintendent 
of the company in 1919. During change 
of ownership and expansion of the 
company he held the same position 
until 1928, when he was made general 
superintendent of Southwestern Public 
Service Co. and affiliated companies in 
Texas, New Mexico and Arizona, with 
headquarters at Amarillo. 

Mr. Samson was promoted to the 
position of district manager of the New 
Mexico properties of the same com- 
pany in 1929, the position he now 
holds. 


> Hucw MacKay, K. C., and R. A. C. 
Henry have been appointed directors 
of Montreal Light, Heat & Power Con- 
solidated. These appointments fill the 
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vacancies created by the death of the 
late Julian C. Smith and the late Sir 
Charles Gordon. Mr. MacKay is vice- 
president of the Wabasso Cotton Co., 
Lake of the Woods Milling Co., Canada 
Starch Co. and Dominion Transport Co. 
Mr. Henry is vice-president of Montreal 
Light, Heat & Power Consolidated. He 
is a member of the Engineering Insti- 
tute of Canada. 


New Mexico Utility Names 
Summers Vice-President 


O. B. Summers, manager of the New 
Mexico Power Co. since 1931, has been 
made vice-president and general man- 
ager. General accounting offices of the 
organization are being transferred from 
New York to Santa Fe, with J. R. Guild, 
assistant secretary and treasurer, in 
charge. 

Mr. Summers, whose connection with 
the company, began as superintendent 
in 1929, has long been officially active 
in affairs of the Rocky Mountain Elec- 
trical League. 


> Dr. WitttAM R. HAINsworTH, vice- 
president in charge of engineering for 
Servel, Inc., Evansville, Ind., was 
elected a member of the Industrial Re- 
search Institute, an organization of ex- 
ecutives in charge of laboratory ad- 
ministration for large and_ small 
industrial companies in this country. 


> Atpert G. Curistiz, head of the me- 
chanical engineering department of 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
has been elected to honorary life mem- 
bership in the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers (Great Britain). His elec- 
tion makes him the third American to 
be honored. The others are Alex Dow, 
president of Detroit Edison Co., and 
Henry Ford. Dr. Christie is president 
of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers. 
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Smith Made Vice-President 
of Nebraska Power Co. 


Fay E. Smith, assistant general man- 
ager of the Nebraska Power Co. for 
the past ten years, has been elected a 
vice-president of that utility. He has 
been connected with the company for 
23 years, the past 21 years continuously. 

Mr. Smith entered the electrical util- 
ity field in 1905 as a lineman with the 
Red Oak Electric Co. at Red Oak, 
Iowa. Two years later he enrolled in 
the electrical engineering school at 
Iowa State College and in 1912, follow- 
ing graduation, he joined the engineer- 
ing staff of the Omaha Electric Light 
& Power Co. 

After connections at Oakland, Iowa, 
and Plattsmouth, Neb., he joined the 
Nebraska Power Co. as assistant engi- 
neer in 1918. The following year was 
begun the ten-year program of rebuild- 
ing and extension of the company’s dis- 
tribution system, entailing reconstruc- 
tion of old substations and building ad- 


ditional substations in Omaha and 
Council Bluffs. With the acquisition of 
plants and distribution systems in 
Iowa and Nebraska towns, Mr. Smith 
devoted his engineering training t? 
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planning and supervising their im- 
provements. 

In 1923 he succeeded Mr. Snyder as 
chief engineer and in 1926 took over 
supervision of the distribution depart- 
ment. He was named assistant general 
manager in 1928, remaining as chief 
engineer until two years ago. In addi- 
tion to his engineering duties, last year 
he assumed direction of the commercial 
and residential sales departments. 


P Orro H. Apams, office manager of 
the Fort Wayne (Ind.) light and power 
works and the water works, has been 
appointed superintendent of city utili- 
ties, succeeding the late Paul F. Thiele. 
Mr. Adams has been office manager 
since 1935. 


> C. R. DauBennireE of Columbus, Ohio, 
has been elected president of the Na- 
tional Association of Power Engineers, 


succeeding S. C. Lausketter of St. 
Louis. 


PE. M. Metron, sales engineer with 
Canadian National Carbon Co., Ltd., 
and Acheson Graphite Corp., has been 
transferred to Calcutta, India, to rep- 
resent these organizations in the Far 
East. He has been associated with Na- 
tional Carbon Co., Inc., on application 
and sale of carbon products since 1933, 
and since 1936 has been in the New 
York metropolitan district. 


> Watter L. ANnpERSON of Columbia, 
Tenn., has been appointed as opera- 
tions engineer for the Cumberland 
Electric Membership Corp. Mr. Ander- 
son was formerly connected with the 
Tennessee Electric Power Co. He will 
have offices in Clarksville. 


> C. C. Lone, senior electrical engineer, 
Metropolitan Water District, city of 
Los Angeles, Calif., has a temporary 
assignment with the Bonneville project, 
Portland, Ore., during a three-month 
leave of absence from his Los Angeles 
position. 


> Avery C. Apams has been elected 
vice-president of the United States Steel 
Corp. of Delaware in charge of sales, 
effective October 1. He was also elected 
a member of the executive committee 
and board of directors. Mr. Adams suc- 
ceeds C. V. McKaig, who becomes as- 
sistant to the president. Mr. McKaig 
continues as a member of the executive 
committee and board of directors. Mr. 
Adams has spent his entire business 
career in the steel industry. 


> Boyp W. Buttock, for the past sev- 
enteen years associated with the pub- 
licity department of the General Elec- 
tric Co. at Schenectady, has been ap- 
pointed advertising manager of the 
company’s appliance and merchandise 
department, at Bridgeport, Conn. Since 


1933 Mr. Bullock has been assistant 
manager of the publicity department, 
closely associated with apparatus and 
institutional advertising and broadcast- 
ing. The appointment of an appliance 
advertising manager to co-ordinate and 
direct the promotional efforts of the 
various G. E. appliance sections is an- 
other step in the consolidation of all 
the company’s public relations activi- 
ties, it is announced by Chester H. 
Lang, general advertising manager. 


OBITUARY 
Charles W. Davis 


Charles W. Davis, president of Dallas 
Power & Light Co., whose death was 
announced in the September 23 issue of 
ELECTRICAL WorLD, was born in San- 





dusky, Ohio, in 1874. Early in his 
career Mr. Davis was connected with 
the Fort Wayne Electric Co. and the 
Chicago Edison Co. Later he became 
engineer for the Warren Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. and subsequently 
was made superintendent of the Pales- 
tine (Tex.) Electric Light Co. 

Then he served in a sales capacity 
with the Southwestern Electric Engi- 
neering & Contracting Co. and follow- 
ing that association joined the West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Co., serving successively as sales engi- 
neer, salesman and district manager. 
He was Westinghouse district manager 
in Dallas when he was elected vice- 
president and general manager of the 
Dallas Power & Light Co. in 1920. Mr. 
Davis was elected president ten years 
later. 


Francis P. Cummings 


Francis P. Cummings, formerly con- 
sulting vice-president and director of 
the Associated Gas & Electric Co., died 
September 21 on the farm in Ray- 
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mondville, N. Y., where he was born 
55 years ago. 

His early association with the pub- 
lic utility industry included connec- 
tions with the Denver (Colo.) Gas & 
Electric Co., Montgomery (Ala.) Light 
& Water Power Co., Empire District 
Electric Co., Joplin, Mo., and the Ala- 
bama Power Co. He took a prominent 
part in the formation of the Southeast- 
ern Power & Light Co. and became a 
vice-president of that corporation. When 
this company merged with the Com- 
monwealth & Southern Corp. Mr. Cum- 
mings was made a vice-president of the 
merged corporation. 

Several years later he left the power 
company to become a vice-president of 
the Swann Chemical Co., a position he 
retained until 1935, when he joined 
the Associated system. He resigned this 
summer because of poor health. 


> O. H. WeppLE, president and general 
manager of the Missouri Gas & Electric 
Service Co., Lexington, died September 
15 at his home in Lexington, in his 
sixtieth year. Mr. Weddle had been 
president of the Lexington utility since 
1936. For more than twenty years his 
work an an engineer for public utilities 
took him to various cities in Kansas and 
Oklahoma. He went to Emporia, Kan., 
in 1924 as district superintendent of 
Kansas Electric Power Co., was made 
district manager in 1931 and became 
president in 1932. 


>» Emmons T. Gray, manager of elec- 
trical distribution, Central Hudson 
Gas & Electric Co., Poughkeepsie, N. 
Y., died July 6, in his forty-fourth year. 
His utility connections included the 
Troy Gas Co., electrical department, 
and the Depew & Lancaster Light, 
Power & Conduit Co., Lancaster, N. Y., 
as head of engineering and later 
as general superintendent. Mr. Gray 
had been associated with Central Hud- 
son for about thirteen years, first as 
district operating superintendent, later 
division superintendent and for several 
years had been in charge of electrical 
distribution. 


> Gren H. Situ, assistant superin- 
tendent of Seattle City Light Depart- 
ment and since 1907 J. D. Ross’s 
outside construction engineer in the 
building of Seattle’s municipal light 
system, was killed by an electric shock 
in Louisville, Ky., September 10, while 
vacationing at the home of his daughter. 
Mr. Smith joined Seattle City Light fol- 
lowing graduation from the University 
of Washington. On several occasions, 
during the succeeding years, Mr. Smith 
had served as acting superintendent in 
the absence of Mr. Ross. He was 54 
years of age. 
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ANUFACTURING - MARKETS 


Sangamo Reports 
Increased Profits 


For the six months to June 30 San- 
gamo Electric Co. reports net income 
totaling $276,003, equal to 99 cents 
each on 278,000 shares, compared with 
$136,722, or 49 cents a share, last 
year. 

Among the other manufacturing 
companies recently issuing earnings 
statements were: 

CanaDA Wire & Case Co., Ltp.— 
Six months to June 30: Estimated net 
profit, $154,838, equal, after preferred 
dividend requirements, to $2.07 each 
on 29,669 shares of class A common 
stock, compared with $168,743, or $2.54 
a share, on class A stock last year. 


Truck Shipments Increase 


Domestic shipments of electric in- 
dustrial trucks and tractors totaled 86 
in August, compared with 61 in July, 
58 in August of last year and 164 in 
the like month of 1937, it is reported by 
the Bureau of the Census. Eight-month 
totals were 532 in 1939, 490 in 1938 
and 1,197 in 1937. In addition, eight- 
month exports totaled 36. New domestic 
orders in August comprised 33 units, 
against 43 a year ago. Foreign orders 
in July leaped to 79, dropped to 20 in 
August, against 29 for the first six 
months of the year. 


Increases Dividend 10¢ 


Arrow-Hart & Hegeman Electric Co. 
has declared a dividend of 50 cents a 
share. On July 1 a dividend of 40 cents 


was distributed. 
a 


Organize Durez Plastics 


Stockholders of General Plastics, 
Inc., manufacturer of Durez phenolic 
molding compound and resins, with 
executive offices and plant at North 
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Tonawanda, N. Y., have approved the 
proposal of the directors to consoli- 
date the corporation into a new com- 
pany to be known as Durez Plastics & 
Chemicals, Inc. 

The company issued ten-year 44% per 
cent convertible debentures to the 
amount of $1,600,000. This flotation 
was the first new bond issue formally 
offered to the public since before the 
outbreak of the war. The entire issue 
was placed early in the day the de- 
bentures were offered. 


Federal Agencies Award 
Electrical Contracts 


Among the supply contracts recently 
awarded by federal agencies are the 
following: 

General Electric Co., Schenectady, 
Navy, cable and wire, $33,515. 

Phelps Dodge Copper Products Corp., 
Interior, copper rods, $33,800; Habir- 
shaw Cable and Wire Division, Navy, 
cable, $64,452; Habirshaw Cable and 
Wire Division, Panama Canal, cable, 
$26,435. 

John A. Roebling’s Sons Co., Navy, 
electric cable, $32,196. 


Birdseye Electric Sold 


Sale of the Birdseye Electric Co., 
New York, to B E Sales Corp. under 
terms of a purchase agreement entered 
into last month has been announced 
by Clarence Birdseye, president. Mr. 
Birdseye will not be active in the man- 
agement, but is expected to continue 
in a consultant capacity. The new cor- 
poration will continue the same gen- 
eral policies as guided Birdseye. W. R. 
Freeman will remain as general sales 
manager; B. McRonald has been ap- 
pointed Mid-West sales manager with 
headquarters at Chicago, and _ S. 
Herst has been appointed West Coast 
sales manager with headquarters at 
San Francisco. 
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Refrigerator Sales 
Decline in August 


Domestic sales of household electric 
refrigerators by seventeen companies 
amounted to 88,108 units in August, 
compared with 86,729 units in August 
last year and 152,726 units in July, 
according to reports received by the 
Natienal Electrical Manufacturers As- 
sociation. It is estimated that the fig- 
ures on electric household refrigerators 
reported to NEMA include more than 
90 per cent of the industry. 

For the eight months ended August 
domestic sales totaled 1,556,624 units, 
compared with 1,027,236 for the simi- 
lar period of 1938. 

World sales during August amounted 
to 99,716 units, compared with 100,144 
units in August, 1938, and 168,196 
units in July, 1939. World sales dur- 
ing the eight-month period totaled 
1,677,914, as compared with 1,149,821 
units for the similar period of 1938. 


Walker Erects New Plant 


Walker Electrical Co., Atlanta, an- 
nounces the erection of a new branch 
plant off Northside Drive in Atlanta, 
which is now being used for the pro- 
duction of a complete line of outlet 
and switch boxes, bar hangers, etc. 
This marks entrance into a new field 
of production for the company, which 
already has been manufacturing light- 
ing panels, circuit breaker panels. 
service entrance switches, pullout and 
safety switches, motor-testing devices, 
etc. 


Laundry Unit Sales Rise 


Reflecting sharply increased public 
demand for electrical appliances, sales 
of Kelvinator electric washers during 
August were 308 per cent ahead of 
those of the same month a year ago. 
R. W. Poirson, in charge of home 
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laundry equipment sales for the Kelvi- 
nator division of Nash-Kelvinator Corp., 
has announced. Total washer and ironer 
sales for the first eight months were 
136 per cent greater than those of the 
comparable period in 1938. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have announced the following appoint- 
ments to their sales staffs: 


Howard L. Scaife has been appointed 
full-line Hotpoint representative in the 
Hawaiian Islands for the Hawaiian Elec- 
tric Co., Honolulu, Hawaiian Hotpoint 
distributors. This appointment follows a 
broad experience in electric appliance 
merchandising throughout the United 
States with the Hotpoint Co. and the Gen- 
eral Electric Co. The announcement was 
made by R. W. Turnbull, vice-president 
in charge of sales, Edison General Elec- 
tric Appliance Co., Inc., Chicago, where 
Mr. Scaife has been employed for sev- 
eral years. Mr. Scaife sailed for Hawaii 
on September 29. 

R. E. Uptegraff Manufacturing Co., 
Scottdale, Pa., has appointed J. G. Green, 
with offices in the Oliver Building, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., representative for the sale 
of Uptegraff transformers. 

The reopening of a branch office at 
Washington, D. C., has been announced 
by E. T. Murphy, vice-president in charge 
of marketing, Carrier Corp. Herbert Pea- 
cock, previously manager of the Washing- 
ton office for six years, will resume his 
former responsibilities at 927 Investment 
Building. The new branch office will also 
serve industry in Virginia and southern 
Maryland. 

Proctor Electric Co. has announced that 
Alvin C. Leonard, Minneapolis, Minn., has 
been added to its list of representatives. 
He will represent the company in Minne- 
sota. Iowa. North and South Dakota. 


Will Keep Fair Exhibit 


Carrier Corporation is proceeding 
with plans to maintain its exhibit again 
next season at the New York World’s 
Fair, according to J. I. Lyle, president, 
in a letter to Grover A. Whalen. Mr. 
Lyle said that he believed the exhibit 
has been an important factor in level- 
ing production schedules, thereby 
eliminating the seasonal swings. He 
said that this has enabled the cor- 
poration to gear production to a more 
eficient schedule. 
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New York Metal Prices 
Sept. 27, '39 Sept. 19, '39 


Cents per Cents per 

Pound Pound 
Copper, electrolytic .... 12.00* 12.00* 
Lead, Am. S. & R. price 5.50 5.50 
EORG  oere 14.00 13.00 
Nicke| ROI sic ote cutee 35.00 35.00 
A pies e. 6.64 6.64 
ee a ee 62.00 70.00 
Aluminum, 99 per cent.. 20.00 


Jumin, 20.00 
Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


A sharp upturn in business is evidenced by the volume of inquiries and orders 
coming into the market. Utility buying on a fairly large scale has been notice- 
able. Industrial electrical business is improving, with more orders in sight. 
A pick-up in the export market is expected. 


NEW YORK 


Business conditions in this area haye 
shown a definite improvement, with gains 
in all lines. Retail establishments are 
anticipating heavy buying as a_ hedge 
against rising prices. Fall campaigns are 
getting under way with good response. 

With industrial activity rising sharply, 
more less efficient units are being brought 
into operation to meet production sched- 
ules. Trade opinion is that replacement 
of this type of capacity wiil be necessary 
if prices are to be maintained near pres- 
ent levels. The continued gains in the 
steel industry have increased optimistic 
sentiment. 

Power production hit a new _ all-time 
high with no signs of a reversal of the 
trend in sight at this time. Utilities are 
rushing plans for new generating capacity. 
Philadelphia Electric, Wisconsin Electric 
Power and Safe Harbor Water Power 
are the latest to place orders for new 
turbo-generators. Several others are on the 
fire and will be announced in the near 
future. 

One electrical manufacturer reported 
orders double present capacity. Some con- 
stitute speculation against higher prices 
and some as a preferred position for fu- 
ture delivery. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Orders for electrical equipment received 
by manufacturers in this district last week 
reached a high level in volume for the 
current year to date. Central Maine Power 
Co. has placed an order for a 12,500-kw. 
turbo-generator, utility buying increased 
steadily and inquiries for a wide range 
of supplies for stocking up were reported. 
Last week an order for one 110-kv. switch 
and accessories was placed and several siz- 
able lots of insulators booked. Trans- 
former specialists are being rushed with 
negotiations for large numbers of service 
distribution transformers. 

Small motor sales are mounting both as 
to quantity and, also to size. One manufac- 
turer notes large groups of small motors 
sold ranging from $2,000 to $5,000 lots 
and an unusually large amount of frac- 
tional sizes. Small switch and control ap- 
paratus demands are draining heavily on 
available stocks. Arc-welding units are 
receiving more attention. 

Placement of heavy government orders 
in this district is unquestionably acceler- 
ating buying in the electrical market and 
prospects for a continued upward surge 
in buying all along the line is pretty 
well assured. Last week United Aircraft 
Corp., East Hartford, received a $1,998,420 
contract for airplanes and spares from 
the Navy Department and another for 
similar equipment amounting to $676,400 
preceded it by a few days. The Maritime 
Commission has awarded a contract for 
four cargo vessels, each at $2,430,000, to 
the Bethlehem Steel Co., to be built at 
its Fore River plant, Quincy, Mass. Small 
tool manufacturers are busy and machine 
makers are increasing their payrolls. Re- 
cently it was announced that 800 addi- 
tional employees will be added to the 
Vought-Sikorsky Manufacturing Co. as the 


ELECTRICAL WORLD + September 30, 1939 


result of obtaining large government orders. 

Merchandising is progressing and dis- 
tributors are looking forward to a marked 
improvement during the autumn period 
due to better employment conditions 
throughout this area. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Cargo vessel awards, evenly distributed, 
continue to feature Pacific Coast business. 
During the past week five each have been 
allotted San Francisco and Seattle and 
two to Oakland. The motors and auxiliary 
equipment of such a vessel averages $200,- 
000, switchboards $15,000, cables $20,000 
and the $700,000 and up labor cost assures 
increased merchandise sales. A chrome- 
nickel-steel foundry is projected for Stock- 
ton, based upon low-grade deposits in 
adjacent mother lode area and requiring 
a 7,000 hp. load. Paramount is preparing 
a five-year $12,000,000 building program 
near Los Angeles, covering 26 sound stages 
with their shops and auxiliary buildings. 

Large government awards include $207,- 
128 for electric distributing and street 
lighting at McChord field, both near Seat- 
tle. Other forthcoming awards, based upon 
recent low bids, cover $498,000 for cen- 
tral plant at Lowrey Field, Colo., $181,900 
for Pearl Harbor power plant, $185,815 
for a 230-kva., single-circuit steel tower 
transmission line in Kelso sector of Bonne- 
ville system and an approximate total of 
$1,100,000 for Alameda naval air base 
hangars, warehouses and power plant. The 
record breaking ten-day hot spell along 
the California coast has practically sold 
out the year’s surplus stocks of refrigera- 
tors and fans. 


CHICAGO 


Further advances were registered last 
week all along the business front. Rapid 
expansion of operations in many manu- 
facturing plants and raw material sources 
started an upward swing in employment 
that promised to carry onward extensively. 
Outstanding is the spectacular upsurge of 
activity in the steel mill district, where 
additional furnaces have been blown in 
and thousands of men rehired. 

The railroads, anticipating a sharp ad- 
vance in demand, plan to start at once on 
a program of rebuilding that will involve 
an expenditure of from 75 to 100 million 
dollars. Electro-Motive Corp. is operating 
at a high level to meet the demand for 
Diesel-electric locomotives, with sufficient 
orders on hand to keep production sched- 
uled until next spring. 

Electrical manufacturers report a sharp 
revival of interest in purchases of new 
equipment. Exceptional increases are evi- 
dent in activity of motors, control equip- 
ment and wire and cable. The demand 
for commercial and industrial lighting 
equipment shows moderate gains. Central 
station supplies are improving, while elec- 
tric range installations continue to move 
steadily forward. 

Electric power output increased sharply 
over the previous week. Department store 
trade registered sizable gains, both for 
this city and the entire reserve district. 
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Light and Power Securities Advance 
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Utility stocks continued their upward trend this week, the “Electrical World” index 


advancing from 30.5 to 30.7; last year, 24.6. 


of the ground lost in recent weeks. 


$66,582,000 Issue 
Placed Privately 


Otto Snyder, president of New York 
Power & Light Corp., has announced 
that arrangements have been made for 
the sale to a group of insurance ‘com- 
panies of $66,582,000 first mortgage 
334 per cent 25-year bonds on a yield 
basis of 34% per cent. The funds are 
to be used for the redemption of the 
corporation’s present 44% per cent first 
mortgage bonds due 1967, outstanding 
in the principal amount of $66,000,000, 
and for the payment at maturity or the 
redemption of two underlying issues 
outstanding in the aggregate principal 
amount of $582,000. 

He explained that the necessary 
steps to obtain approval of the Public 
Service Commission of New York and 
of the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission under the Public Utility Hold- 
ing Company Act would be taken im- 
mediately. 

Mr. Snyder also stated that the offer 
dated August 30 to holders of the first 
mortgage bonds 4% per cent series 
due 1967 of the corporation, to ex- 
change such bonds for a new series of 
33, per cent bonds due 1969, which 
offer expired on September 20, had 
not become effective. 


Buys Maritime Utilities 


Four utility companies in the Mari- 
time Provinces with combined assets of 
about $4,000,000 have been acquired 
from the Utilities Power & Light Co. of 
Chicago by a Canadian syndicate. N. 
T. Avard of Amherst, N. S., president 
and general manager of the Canada 
Electric Co. of Amherst, announced 
that the syndicate had taken over that 
company, the Eastern Electric & De- 
velopment Co., Sackville, N. B.; the 
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Bonds also advanced, recovering some 


“Electrical World” index, 103.8: last week, 103.6 


Moncton Electricity & Gas Co., Monc- 
ton, N. B., and the Maritime Coal, Rail- 
way & Power Co., Amherst. 

Mr. Avard is a member of the syndi- 
cate, but declined to name its other 
members or the prices paid for the com- 
panies. He said the deal had been made 
through stock transfer. 


Dresser Power Files 
$4,800,000 Issue 


SEC has announced that Public 
Service Co. of Indiana and Dresser 
Power Corp. have filed applications 
under the Holding Company Act in 
connection with the proposed exten- 
sion of the facilities of Public Service 
Co. of Indiana through the acquisi- 
tion of a new generating unit and new 
transmission facilities from the Dresser 
Power Co. 

Dresser Power Co. proposes to issue 
and sell $4,800,000 of first mortgage 
bonds, Series A and 15,990 shares of 
$100 par value common stock. The 
bonds are to be sold to the John Han- 
cock Mutual Life Insurance Co. and 
the stock to Public Service Co. of 
Indiana. Proceeds will be applied to- 
ward the cost of construction of the 
generating unit and transmission fa- 
cilities. The company will acquire 
certain utility assets and other in- 
terests from Public Service Co. for 
approximately $462,500. Upon com- 
pletion of the new facilities it will 
sell these properties to Public Service. 


War Delays Utility Plan 


Because large blocks of securities 
are held by European investors, re- 
organization plans of the Central and 
Southwest Utilities Co. are being held 
in abeyance pending the outcome of 
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the war. P. L. Smith, president of 
the Middle West Corp., parent com- 
pany, said the directors had decided 
not to file any reorganization plan 
with the SEC for at least two months. 


Urges Acceptance 
of Reorganization 


Z, E. Merrill, president of the Moun- 
tain States Power Co., has sent to 
bondholders and stockholders of the 
company a letter urging acceptance of 
a plan of reorganization calling for a 
revision of capital structure. The plan 
has received the approval of the fed- 
eral court, the SEC and the Public 
Utility Commissions of Oregon and 
Washington. Holders of securities have 
until October 14 to accept. 

“Your company, the preferred stock- 
holders’ committee and the bondhold- 
ers’ protective committee,” Mr. Mer- 
rill wrote, “believe the plan of reor- 
ganization is fair and equitable to all 
security holders of the company and 
that it provides an excellent capital 
structure under which the reorganized 
company should be able to meet its 
obligations and pay substantial divi- 
dends.” 

The plan for the company provides 
for issuance of $8,182,250 of new bonds 
in exchange for outstanding bonds, 
53,044 shares of preferred stock in 
partial exchange for present preferred 
stock and 249,401 shares of new com- 
mon stock, also to be issued in part 
to holders of present preferred. 


Raises Utility Valuation 


The State Tax Commission has in- 
creased the valuation of property of 
Union Electric Co. of Missouri almost 
20 per cent by raising it from $30,307,- 
329 to $36,336,292, St. Louis Public 
Service from $13,961,675 to $14,696,500 
and all light and power companies from 
$91,511,020 to $105,057,854. 


Utility Reports 


Net Income 
1939 1938 
tAmerican Light & Trac. $4,869,409 


749,479 
6,900,248 
9,014,509 


$5,032,680 


Elec. 1,077,676 
*Detroit Edison 9,952,318 
+Duquesne Light 9,872,069 
tEngineers Pub. Serv. and 

4,905,243 


subs. 
{Gulf States Utilities 2,266,948 
foo. Pu States Pwr..... 566,375 


3,625,713 
2'065,268 

456,863 
2,618,243 


1,431,613 
203,563 
3,356,212 


199,830 


Ohio Public Service 2,759,945 

Puget Sound Pwr. & 
and subs 

Savannah Elec. & Power. 

tVirginia Elec. & Power... 

{Western Pubc. Serv. and 


1,988,995 
262,697 
3,773,274 


174,292 


CTwelve months ended August 31. 
iWweive months ended July 31. 
Twelve months ended June 30. 
_ cee CREE 
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Disconnecting Switch 


Wearing properties made more lasting 
by means of a multiple-line-pressure area 
on each blade, consisting of 30 silver- 
coated “sled runners,” 0.005 in. wide. Line 
contacts, distributed over two rectangular 


] 





Indoor disconnecting switch for hookstick 
or group operation; 200-6,000 amp. for 5,000- 
volt service and 400-6000 amp. for 7,500- 
34,5000-volt. Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. 
Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


areas about 4 x § in., resemble screw 
threads on a flat surface. The operating 
eye and blade latch, designed to produce a 
cam or pry-out action, completely disen- 
gage the blades from the tongue member. 
Resilient spring-cup washer and locking de- 
vice supply flexibility and adequate contact 
pressure. An adjustable safety blade stop 
halts the blade at any one of three posi- 
tions. Blades are of hard drawn copper of 
high conductivity arranged in parallel path 
to increase contact pressure during short 
circult. 
= 


Spray Tank 


‘Vortexeddy"' spray tank for racked parts 
rinsing in electroplating departments; in 
three sizes. Storts Welding Co., Meriden, 


nn. 


Alternate vortexes of spray streams cir- 
culating clockwise and anti-clockwise, and 
interrupted by straight line spray streams 
produce a multiplicity of eddies and rinse 
the work which is kept turning. Fresh 
water is used instead of acid and alkali 
solutions. The tank is iron with brass 
spray coils, nozzles and fittings. 


Yardlight 


Yardlight with either standard pole or wall 


fitting. Steber Mfg. Co., 126 No. Union 
Ave., Chicago, Il. 


The new feature of this yardlight is the 
junction box. A weather proof pole or wall 
mounting bracket outlet box, it is designed 
or conduit installation without use of 
auxiliary fittings, or for service entrance 
cable with connector. Front and bottom 
outlets are threaded for 3-inch conduit or 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


connector. A removable plate on the side 
of box permits ready access to make splice 
at junction. 


Synchronous Motor 


Synchronous inductor motor built in two 
frame sizes, varying from 75 inch-oz. at 75 
r.p.m. to 12 inch-oz. at 4 r.p.m. General 
Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 


Essentially inductor alternators operated 
as motors with an Alnico permanent mag- 
netic field replacing the d.c. excited field, 
these motors are self-starting and have 
rapid acceleration and deceleration. For 
use on small control devices or wherever 
a long-lived source of low-speed torque or 
power at constant speed is needed. 


Relay 


This rotating type of relay employs a 
tilting mercury switch, designed for high- 
speed operation. A magnetic brake damp- 
ens the movement of the switch. The mer- 
cury switch, attached to a rotating disk on 
the armature shaft of the magnetic element, 
consists of an iron tube, insulated cap and 
refractory breaker. The breaker shields the 
metal parts from the are and retains a pool 





''M-39"' relay for signaling and industrial 
applications with operating coils ranging 


from 6 to 250 volts a.c. or d.c., taking 
about 6 watts for a.c. and 4 watts for d.c. 
The Autocall Co., Shelby, Ohio. 


of mercury in the cap end of the switch so 
that there is always a positive mercury-to- 
mercury contact. 

* 


Ball Bearings 


Series ''6000'' and ''6100"' extra light ball 
bearings. Norma-Hoffman Bearings Corp., 
Stamford, Conn. 


These ball bearings are adapted to port- 
able tools and other small high-speed units 
in which minimum weight is sought, cen- 
ter distances are restricted and designers 


1939 


are cramped for space. The “6000” series 
contains felt seals held in the grooves of 
the outer ring, but which are removable to 
permit examination, cleaning or relubrica- 
tion of the hearing. This series comes in 
sizes up to 25 mm. bore. The “6100” se- 
ries comes in sizes up to 45 mm. bore. 
e 


Clevis Assembly 


Made of wet-process porcelain, the spool 
has high electrical and mechanical values. 
It has a tapered hole to distribute loads 





3-in. spool and insulator clevis for dead- 
ending secondaries and neutral conductors 
and turning angles. Ohio Brass Co., Mans- 
field, Ohio. 


more evenly and minimize the possibility 
of spool breakage should the bolt be de- 
flected on heavy mechanical load. Clevis 
is steel; spool is suitable for secondary 
racks. 


Hydraulic Jack 


"'Variable-Speed"’ hyraulic jack can be used 
for 10, 15 or 20 ton loads. The Buda Co., 
Harvey, Ill. 


By changing the fulcrum center on the 
lever socket of the jack the power neces- 
sary to lift the load is increased or de- 
creased. The speed for raising changes in 
proportion to the power required. A re- 
lease valve is opened to lower the jack. The 
variable-speed principle gives three or four 
standard jacks in one. 


Cable Coupling 


Type "CR" cable coupling; 5,000 volts, 100 
amp. G & W Electric Specialty Co., 7780 
Dante Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


New plug and receptacle unit devised to 
supply electric power to portable motorized 
tools and equipment and at the same time 
increase the range of operation of portable 
high-voltage equipment. Brackets on re- 
ceptacle head are for mounting on a pole 
or building. Tee heads for tapping a 
through run of cable are also available. 


Electric Hoist 


"P&H Hevi-Hoist," for floor-to-floor han- 


dling of materials. Harnischfeger Corp., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


For use in a business which does not 
warrant general elevator service, this elec- 
tric hoist is claimed to handle materials 
speedily and efficiently. The hoist is in- 
stalled permanently over a small elevator 
well and is controlled by a push button. 
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Locomotive Shipments Up 
73% in Second Quarter 


Shipments of electric mining and 
industrial locomotives during the sec- 
ond quarter of 1939 numbered 97 units, 
valued at $368,742, an increase of 73 
per cent over the number in the first 
quarter, 56, which were valued at 
$283,192, the Census Bureau reports. 
The figures with one exception fell 
short of those in recent years, the 
numbers of units in the first and second 
quarters being 58 and 104, respec- 
tively, in 1936, 92 and 142 in 1937, 
67 and 78 in 1938. Corresponding 
values were $294,606 and $543,727, 
$901,293 and $925,781, $312,573 and 
$447,836. 

The preceding data refer only to 
trolley, third-rail and battery-operated 
locomotives. Inclusion of Diesel, gaso- 
line and steam locomotives makes the 
total 77 units, $450,751 in the first 
quarter of 1939, and 117 units, $454,- 
673, in the second quarter. 


Communication Contract 
Let to Westinghouse 


An order for carrier-current com- 
munication equipment for the Bonne- 
ville power project has been awarded 
to Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Co. by the Department of the 
Interior. The equipment will consist 
of three standard Westinghouse trans- 
mitter-receiver units, two being of 20- 
watt power and one of 150 watts. This 
installation will mark the first use of 
carrier-current equipment on the Bon- 
neville project and will provide com- 
munication from the Bonneville power 
house to Eugene, Ore., via North Van- 
couver, Wash., a total of 156 miles. 


Provide Western Outlets 


Lloyd R. Hanlon, with offices at 
Western Furniture Exchange, San 
Francisco, and E. Lloyd Sutton, with 
offices in Los Angeles, have announced 
a partnership representing the follow- 
ing lines in the Western states: Uni- 
versal Cooler Corp.; Detroit Vapor 
Stove Division, Borg-Warner Corp.; 
Majestic Radio & Television Corp.; 
American Ironing Machine Co., and 


Middlebury Electric Clock Co. 


Navy Awards Contract 


U. S. Navy has awarded a $181,900 
contract to build the central power 
plant at Pearl Harbor Navy Yard to 
Robert E. McKee, Los Angeles. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Cuicaco, ILtt.—Commonwealth Edison 
Co. has filed plans for one-story building, 
52 x 118 feet, at 3741 West 35th Street, to 
be equipped as a synchronous condenser 
station, and will proceed with brick super- 
structure at once. Cost estimated about 
$200,000, with equipment. Graham, An- 
derson, Probst & White, 80 East Jackson 


Boulevard, are architects. 


Decatur, Inp.—Board of Public Works 
plans extensions and improvements in mu- 
nicipal electric power plant, including in- 
stallation of new 5000-kw. turbine-genera- 
tor unit and accessories, boiler and auxil- 
iary steam station equipment, switchboard, 
transformers and accessory equipment. Es- 
timates of cost are being made. Froehlich & 
Emery Engineering Company, Second Na- 
tional Bank Building, Toledo, Ohio, is 
consulting engineer. 


MoreneAD, Minn.—City Council has 
authorized additional financing to increase 
proposed fund of $110,000 to $200,000 for 
expansion and improvements in municipal 
electric power plant, including installation 
of new turbine-generator unit and auxiliary 
equipment. Special election is being ar- 
ranged to vote bonds in amount noted. 
Helmick, Edeskuty & Lutz, Essex Building, 
Minneapolis, Minn., are consulting engi- 
neers. 


Raymonpb, WasH.—Administrator, Bonne- 
ville Project, Department of Interior, 811 
N. E. Oregon Street, Portland, Ore., re- 
ceives bids until October 6 for transmis- 
sion line from point near Chehalis, Wash., 
to connection with power substation in 
vicinity of Raymond, forming a section of 
Bonneville transmission system (Proposal 
aot). 


Los AnceLes, Catir.—Los_ Angeles 
Water and Power Bureau, 207 South 
Broadway, has approved plans for new un- 
derground headquarters buildings at 110 
South Boylston Street, consisting of a 
group of five, three and one-story struc- 
tures, for which erection contract has been 
awarded to Ford J. Twaits Company, 816 
West Fifth Street. Plant will include serv- 
ice and equipment divisions, cable ware- 
house and other departments, with large 
garage unit for maintenance and repair of 
motor trucks. Cost close to $500,000, with 
equipment. Work is scheduled to begin in 
October. Bureau also is completing plans 
and will take bids at once for one-story 
utility and operating building, 116 x 210 
feet, at Boulder City, Nev., to be used in 
connection with power supply from 
Boulder Dam hydroelectric power project 
of federal government. Installation will in- 
clude equipment and shop facilities, pump- 
ing station and other mechanical depart- 
ments. Cost estimated over $100,000, with 
equipment. 


Soutu Benp, Nes.—Ak-Sar-Ben Public 
Power and Irrigation District, South Bend, 
recently organized, Martin Blum, Ashland, 
Neb., director, has made application to 
State Department of Roads and Irrigation 
for permission to proceed with proposed 
hydroelectric power development on Platte 
River, in vicinity of South Bend. Project 
will include a power dam about 25 feet high 
across river, forming an artificial lake ap- 
proximately 5 miles long, with generating 
station, transmission and distributing lines 
in parts of Cass and Sarpy Counties, power 
substations, switching stations and other 
operating facilities. Entire project, with 
irrigation system and other auxiliary struc- 
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tures, is estimated to cost $4,500,000, of 
which $1,770,000 will be used for dam and 
generating station. 


IncLEwoop, Ca.ir.—North American 
Aviation, Inc., 5701 West Imperial High- 
way, Inglewood, near Los Angeles, plans 
installation of motors and controls, con- 
veyors, regulators, electric hoists and other 
equipment in new additions to airplane- 
manufacturing works for large increased 
capacity. Project will include three main 
units for general production and assembl- 
ing, drop hammer and casting shop service. 
Cost over $650,000. Work is scheduled to 


begin soon. 


Tutsa, Oxia.—Grand River Dam Au- 
thority, Vinita, Okla., R. V. L. Wright, 
general manager, has plans maturing for 
new transmission line from hydroelectric 
generating station on Grand River, near 
Pensacola, Okla., now in course of con- 
struction, to Tulsa and vicinity, over 60 
miles, including large power substation for 
terminal service at latter place, and a 
second such substation at point along 
route. Cost estimated over $500,000. Hol- 
way & Neuffer, 307 East Eighteenth Street, 
Tulsa, are consulting engineers. 


Brook yn, N. Y.—Signal Corps Procure- 
ment District, Army Base, Fifty-eighth 
Street and First Avenue, Brooklyn, re- 
ceives bids until October 6 for 1,350,000 
lineal feet of wire (Circular 74) ; also until 
October 9, for 8,912 lineal feet of wire and 
18 reels (Circular 75). 


BoLtpMAN, Ky.—Kentucky & West Vir- 
ginia Power Co., Hazard, Ky., plans new 
overhead transmission line across Levisa 
Fork of Big Sandy River, near Boldman, 
comprising two-wire system, with poles to 
provide clearance of 70 feet above low 
water level. Application has been made for 
permission. Work will be carried out in 
connection with extensions in high-tension 
lines in that area. 


Hortyoxe, Mass.— War Department, 
Washington, D. C., plans installation of 
complete electrical utilities at new north- 
east air base near Holyoke, where tract of 
about 4,300 acres of land has just been 
selected. Work will include power house, 
transformer station, power lines, service 
connections and other facilities. Also will 
install motors and controls, regulators, con- 
veyors and other equipment in group of 
shops and service buildings, hangars and 
miscellaneous mechanical structures. A 
high-power beacon lighting system for 
night service will be installed, as well as 
radio facilities. Work will be placed under 
way soon, with initial expenditures ap- 
proximating $3,600,000 and ultimate in- 
vestment of about $8,000,000. 


Amery, Wis.—Wisconsin Hydro-Electric 
Co. has plans for new steam-electric gen- 
erating station, with initial capacity of 
about 3,000-kw., for standby service. Ap- 
plication has been made for permission and 
work is scheduled to begin as soon as 
authority is granted. 


ToLevo, On1o—City Council will soon 
consider a _ proposition for converting 
present water-pumping station on Broad- 
way into an‘electric power plant for light 
and power service for certain city-owne 
property, as well as for part of street- 
lighting requirements. Estimates of cost 
are being made and it is proposed to sub- 
mit project to voters for approval at gen- 
eral election, November 7. 
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